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VENUESWEST MIDVALE SPEEDDOME 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [2.03 pm]: As our elite athletes take a 
well-earned break before starting to think about Rio in 2016, it is important that we as a government assess the 
condition of the state’s sporting infrastructure, which is so important for the development of our athletes. One 
such facility is the VenuesWest SpeedDome in Midvale. 

VenuesWest SpeedDome opened in 1989, and is WA’s only indoor velodrome. It was designed by German 
architect Ralph Schürmann and constructed under the supervision of English velodrome specialist Ron Webb, 
who recently completed construction of the London velodrome for London 2012. Other sporting amenities 
within the venue consist of approximately 1 000 square metres of floor used for inline hockey, figure and speed 
skating and a 166-metre, long-banked concrete speed skating arena. One thousand five hundred spectators can be 
accommodated in fixed-tiered seating within the dome. The 250-metre international standard timber cycling 
track was constructed from high-grade Siberian pine. The wood was chosen for its surface, as well as its 
capability to bend in two directions. The venue has hosted many important events over the years, including the 
1997 UCI Track Cycling World Championships, and it regularly plays host to international teams, including 
those from Australia, Britain, Japan and the Netherlands. 

The state government, through VenuesWest, has invested considerably in the maintenance of this facility. A 
three-stage process is currently underway to repair the leaks in the complex arched truss roof structure. Stage 1 
was completed in mid-March 2012, prior to the international track cycling grand prix, at a cost of $160 000. 
Upon completion of the first stage of the roof repairs, the track surface was repaired where more serious damage 
had occurred to the surface. These repairs entailed the installation of over 500 inlays. This was undertaken at a 
cost of $10 000, prior to the decision to commit major capital to the repairs to the track, which were desperately 
needed. 
In August 2012, more significant track repairs were undertaken by a specialist group, Bikesport Australia, which 
completed a similar project earlier this year at Melbourne Olympic Park for the 2012 UCI Track Cycling World 
Championships. The severely damaged timber planks within the main racing line were completely replaced or 
additional inlays were precision fitted and fixed to ensure track surface continuity. The cost of the replacement 
timber was in the order of $10 000. The entire track was resurfaced, which has resulted in the majority of the 
ground-in dirt and the loose timber fibres and splinters being removed. The combined cost of the sanding and 
repair process, together with remedial works to plumbing services, the installation of additional security 
measures and repainting, has been in excess of $250 000. This work ensures that our home-grown cyclists will 
have a world-class track facility to train on well into the future. 

I acknowledge the efforts of Graham Partridge, VenuesWest chair, David Etherton, CEO, and their staff for their 
tireless efforts in managing an expanding portfolio of state sport and entertainment assets. 
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